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PUBLISHING EXCELLENCE IN MYSTERY
Dear Reviewer,

Take a Scot and transplant him to France and what do you get? For one, a man very

like author Peter May. And for another, Enzo Macleod, a professor of biology at Paul
Sabatier University in Toulouse. Enzo trained as a forensic biologist, did seven years with
Strathclyde police in Glasgow the last two as head of biology, and is one of only four
people in the UK to have trained as a Byford scientist, which also makes [him] an expert
on serious serial crime analysis.

So why is he teaching in Toulouse instead of pursuing a brilliant career in forensics? And
why has he come to Paris to meet journalist Roger Raf n, the author of a book on seven
celebrated unsolved murders? The answer is that Enzo bored has let himself get suckered
into a bet for a stake higher than he can afford. A bet that he can nd out what happened
to Jacques Gaillard by applying new science to an old case. Enzo has kept up-to-date with
science. And he needs Raf ns notes.

With this, Peter May sets up a quest. OK, you can think DaVinci Code: there are a few
similarities like touring landmarks such as the Paris catacombs or a chateau in Champagne,
like digging up relics and interpreting their clues, and like reviewing some ancient and
recent history. And you can think CSI as well, although the bones of Jacques Gaillard are
not the evidence that drives the investigation. As with a quest, its as much discovery as
detection. And it s great fun.

It s also a character-driven story. What Enzo learns about himself and his companions, and
about the brilliant teacher Jacques Gaillard who trained some of France s best and brightest
at the Ecole Nationale d’Administration— the crtme de la crtme of the French system of
Grand coles which accepted only the brightest intellects in the country, and turned out
Prime Ministers and Presidents like a baby shark grows new teeth is as absorbing as the
chase. To see a man come to greater self-awareness is both illuminating and painful.

As you might surmise, Peter May is beginning a new and fascinating series set in modern
France, driven by an outsider to French culture and thus a keen commentator. He s an ace
investigator, scienti ¢ and intuitive, and, for all his missteps, one who hits his goals. His

nal scene with the president of his university says it all. So what we get is, as in an earlier
May novel, a frightening premise that powers a tale that satis es as a mystery, a romantic
adventure, and a fascinating look at another culture (Kirkus).

The author is at work on the sequel as | write this.

Best wishes,
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Barbara Peters
Editor-in-Chief
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Just how and why did Jacques Gaillard lose his head?

The odds are always with you when you bet on murder. At least that is what biologist
Enzo Macleod hopes in Peter May s Extraordinary People, forthcoming from Poisoned
Pen Press in November.

Enzo hopes that new technologies in science can help him solve the mystery behind Jacques
Gaillard s decade-old disappearance, and he s willing to place a wager he can t afford to
lose. Once Enzo has journalist Roger Raf n s notes, he begins a mad and macabre treasure
hunt, where Jacque s head is not the clue itself but merely the catalyst that will lead Enzo
closer to other clues and, eventually, the truth.

A true insider s guide to the beauties and mysteries of France, this is the rst of Peter May s
novels to feature Enzo Macleod in what Library Journal praises as a thoroughly engaging
puzzle mystery that may appeal to patrons who enjoy group crime solving la Christopher
Fowler s Peculiar Crimes Unit (Ten Second Staircase) or Caleb Carr s The Alienist.

Hit

Peter May won the Scottish Young Journalist of the Year Award at the age of 21, and had his rst
novel published at 26. He then left journalism and became one of Scotland s most successful and
proli ctelevision dramatists. Returning now to novels, his outstanding China Thrillers series of books
are winning critical acclaim. As a mark of their respect for his work, The Chinese Crime Writers
Association made him an honorary member of their Beijing Chapter. He is the only Westerner to
receive such an honor. Peter May is married to writer Janice Hally and lives in France.
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