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PUBLISHING EXCELLENCE IN MYSTERY

Wednesday, November 30, 2005
Dear Reviewer,

A group of Prisoners of War held in a camp. Guards, barbed wire, dogs. A subset conceives
an escape plan, laboriously digs a tunnel under the fences, plots an escape downriver across
the nearest national boundary to freedom . Sound like Steven McQueen and The Great
Escape?

But no, it s a Scottsdale story. German POWSs con ned inacamp in Papago Park plot and make
their Great Escape on Christmas Eve, 1944, their intention to raft their way via the deserts
man-made canals to one of its rivers to Mexico where German supporters would smuggle
them back home. Its a true story. In fact, coincidental to the publication of Desert Run, a
Scottsdale effort is underway to preserve the surviving huts as historically signi cant.

Betty Webb, fascinated with this local/national history, fashions a tale of current crimes
anchored to the past. She brings a Im crew and noted director Warren Quinn to Papago
Park to Im a documentary: Escape Across the Desert. But Kapitan Erik Ernst, now 91, doesn t
show for his nal scenes. Scottsdale Pl Lena Jones, working security for Quinn, issentto nd
out why and nds the former U-boat commander battered and bled out in his wheelchair
(the Kapitan Zur Zee was a double amputee thanks to a boating accident a few years back).

The inevitable suspect is the Ethiopian male nurse who put up with the Kapitans Ithy
temper for Ithy lucre, but Lena, liking Rada Tesema and disliking what she senses is a set-
up, starts digging into the past. Her persistence is driven in part by loneliness: her partner
is getting set to leave the agency to work in the computer industry; her former captain at
the Scottsdale PD is retiring to New Jersey; and her lover Dusty is long gone. Warren Quinn
seems interested, but Lena, literally and guratively scarred from a childhood where her

rst memory before foster care is her own mother pushing her off a bus and shooting her, is
scared. Work is the answer, and work she does to an end | found a real surprise.

I love this book: the history, the Arizona desert and the Superstition Mountains, so laden
with lore (and perhaps the Lost Dutchman s gold), the clever plot, and Lenas growth as
an interesting character. Of her last, Desert Shadows, Publishers Weekly says, The glorious
Southwest landscape once again provides the perfect setting for Webb s courageous heroine.
To have made it the center of a World War 11 story shows some real moxie, no?

Happy holidays,
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Barbara Peters
Editor-in-Chief
Poisoned Pen Press

POISONED PEN PRESS « 6962 E. FIRST AVE. #103 « SCOTTSDALE, AZ 85251
(480) 945-2001 « FAX (480) 949-1707 » Robert@poisonedpenpress.com



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Desert Run
Contact: Jessica Tribble by Betty Webb

480-945-3375, X222 Hardcover, $24.95 ($34.95 Can)
Jessica@poisonedpenpress.com ISBN: 1-59058-234-9

Large Print Trade Pbk, $22.95 ($29.95 Can)
ISBN: 1-59058-264-0

Fiction/Mystery
Pub date: March 2006

It’s the “great escape” with an Arizona twist . . .

When the murder of an elderly ex-U-Boat captain proves to have a connection to the slaughter
of an entire family during the waning days of World War Il, private detective Lena Jones
discovers that hate has no time limit. Hired by Living History Productions to provide security
for a documentary about the real-life escape of German POWSs from Arizona s Camp Papago,
Lena nds herself awash in history and danger.

Was the person who killed the Bollinger family on Christmas Day, 1944, the same person
who killed Kapitan Erik Ernst sixty years later? Or is a new killer on the scene? Caught in this
maelstrom of war s shadows and modern savagery are Rada Tesema an Ethiopian immigrant
arrested for Das Kapitan s murder, and topless dancer MaryEllen Bollinger the daughter of a
bed-ridden man believed to be responsible for the Christmas Day killings.

As the investigation continues and more dead bodies pile up Lena has to reevaluate the
motives of everyone around her, including her partner Jimmy Sisiwan, as well as her new lover,
Warren Quinn an Oscar-winning director, who proves to have a past almost as shocking as
the murders.

This case proves to be one of Lena Jones most shocking, not just for the violence involved,
but because the investigation of the long-dead Bollingers brings up memories of Lena s own
vanished parents...and places her in the crosshairs of a Killer.

HiH
Betty Webb is a journalist and has been the book reviewer for a Phoenix area newspaper for
the last 14 years. A member of Mystery Writers of America and Sisters in Crime, she lives in
Scottsdale, Arizona, with her family. Desert Run is her fourth Lena Jones mystery, following

Desert Noir, Desert Wives, and Desert Shadows.

www.bettywebb-mystery.com
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