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Dear Reviewer,

For years I have wondered why Phoenix has no writer to speak for the Valley of the Sun. No 
Chandler or Connelly like LA, no Lehane or Parker like Boston, no Paretsky like Chicago, 
or Pelecanos like Washington, DC. Actually, Phoenix is thin of writers of any sort on the 
ground, although it�s turning around as the city grows. 

Now we happily have James Sallis, a superb noirist. And we have columnist Jon Talton 
whose acerbic comments on the region and its economy keep us all on our toes. He�s taken 
to crime with zest and produced Concrete Desert, Camelback Falls, and Dry Heat featuring 
David Mapstone, a history professor who�s returned to his Arizona roots and found a niche 
working cold cases�and some hot�at the Sheriff�s Of� ce. Fictional Sheriff Peralta, a child-
hood friend, both reviles and treasures Mapstone according to his mood. Peralta, a natural 
political animal, takes the temperature of the city as easily as breathing. And right now he�s 
on Mapstone to keep a low pro� le.

Mapstone, one day �just another guy with a Ph.D. and a badge writing a book,� the next 
�defying the sheriff�s direct orders,� shows his maverick nature in a case that begins with a 
written confession to an old murder that turns up a body. But it�s fresh. Ignoring the wrath 
of a County Supervisor and the hostility of other of� cers, Mapstone keeps digging, proving 
again that the past is prologue and that death lurks anywhere under the sun.

Hardboiled crime demands street smarts and humor. Check. A dark and atmospheric tone. 
Check. Some raw action. Check. Some serious sex. Check. I like it best when well rooted in 
place, when the history and the landscape of the city surge up onto the page. It�s a real plea-
sure to present you with Arizona Dreams, Jon Talton�s fourth novel�an Arizona publisher 
for an Arizona author! I particularly like what the Dallas Morning News has had to say about 
the books: �Talton has produced an entertaining and appealing detective, and his affection 
for the desert and its denizens is apparent.� They couldn�t be more right. 

Best wishes,

Barbara Peters
Editor-in-Chief
Poisoned Pen Press
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Publishing Excellence in Mystery

The mean streets of the New West have never 
been more sinister…. 

The west has always been a dangerous territory where criminals could hide bodies.  But when 
westward expansion brought streets and skyscrapers, it seemed society had traded in the murders 
of the Old West for corporate deals.  However, Jon Talton�s Arizona Dreams, forthcoming from 
Poisoned Pen Press in September, shows us that the corporate world has still left plenty of room 
for a desert murder. 

David Mapstone, history professor turned deputy, is excited when a former student brings him 
a 40-year-old letter confessing to a murder and even providing directions to the body.  But this 
body isn�t 40-years-old; it isn�t even 40-days-old. And now this former student has disappeared. 
Is this murder just part of political agenda?  Is it connected to the new real estate development, 
Arizona Dreams?  

David isn�t the only one discovering bodies, however.  His wife, Deputy Lindsey Faith Mapstone, 
met a man with an ice-pick in his skull early in her day.  And then she sees her half-sister Robin 
whom she hadn�t seen in years.  What are these memories she�s now battling against?  What does 
Robin want? 

A master of interwoven plot lines, Talton skillfully weaves a narrative that answers all of these 
questions while still keeping his audience on their toes.  A must-read for those interested in the 
growth of the great desert oasis cities, Talton demonstrates that the New West is not so different 
from the Old West after all. 

###
	  
Jon Talton is a fourth-generation Arizonan. His writing was developed over 20 years as a journalist, 
including working at newspapers in Denver, San Diego, Cincinnati, Charlotte and Phoenix. Jon�s 
columns have appeared in newspapers throughout North America.




